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Zhou Tian

PETALS OF FIRE

(2017)
Duration: ca. 5:45 minutes
Instrumentation®

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

4 Clarinets in B-flat
Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

2 Alto Saxophones in E-flat
Tenor Saxophone in B-flat
Baritone Saxophone in E-flat

4 Trumpets in B-flat
4 French Horns in F
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone
Euphonium

Tuba

Contrabass

Piano, Celesta (1 player)
Harp

Timpani

Percussion (four players)

1. Marimba, Xylophone

2. Snare Drum, Glockenspiel, Tam-tam

3. Cymbals (suspended, crash), Tuned Gongs (F, A-flat)
4. Bass Drum, Tam-tam, Suspended Cymbal

*The above is the minimum instrumentation. Additional players on flutes, clarinets, bass trombone,
tuba, and contrabass are strongly recommended.

- All grace notes: on the beat and always brisk

- Approach all tempi and rhythms with precision and clarity. Tempi are solely
indicated with metronome numbers above the staff; mid-staff expression markings
—such as espress. and con brio—do not affect the tempo.

- “Solo” indicates a passage of musical importance. Whether it is played by a single
player or not, and when “Tutti” resumes, is left to the conductor’s discretion.

Performance Materials & Licensing | FirstEdition.us
Media Samples & Complete List of Works | ZhouTianMusic.com

Note: The composer’s family name is Zhou and his given name is
Tian. When only the composer’s last name is listed, it should be
listed as “Zhou.” The full name should be listed as “Zhou Tian.”
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Petals of Fire is a fierce and colorful rhapsody inspired by American artist Cy
Twombly’s 1989 painting of the same title. Part of the work was adapted from a
movement of my Concerto for Orchestra. I've always been interested in learning
how artists mix different styles and techniques to create a unique, new look.
Inspired by Twombly’s attempt to combine text and color to express himself
visually (literally, words are part of his painting, much like what Chinese painters
did during the Song dynasty), I, as a composer, wanted to create a fusion of
musical styles, harmony, and timbre, using a large wind ensemble. In a way,
everyone in the ensemble is a “petal”: together, the fire glows, disappears, and
dances.

Petals of Fire was commissioned by Michigan State University Wind Symphony,
Kevin Sedatole, Director of Bands, on the occasion of the ensemble’s performance
at the 2017 CBDNA National Convention.

— Zhou Tian

First performed on 16 March 2017,
at College Band Directors National Association National Convention,
Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, Kansas City, Missouri,
by Michigan State University Wind Symphony,
conducted by Kevin Sedatole
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to Kevin Sedatole

PETALS OF FIRE

for wind ensemble Zhou Tian
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Petals of Fire
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4 Petals of Fire
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Petals of Fire

6

6

22

11

11

11

11

11

11

(o3
=
=

(o1
=
=

cresc.

cresc.

9] .
5
e
P \ &||| S
| © © ©
g==
© <
n
~y ~y \Qui
Ol o
T N h
[ Y
=) ©° °
B
©° °
.‘ .
e ] (\El
3 ||
i~y ~d 9
L
N D
© <}
==
| ] | ]
© ©
oo N o e
— —
g 2 3
oW

A. Sx. (Eb)

pf.

3 ||HE==

SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM



SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM

Risoluto J =100

C
25 y
_ /) .
Pice. %1 3 === ;;ﬁ%i : = - =
f_° i L

CL (B) P ° P be
h -
3 W"f - ‘i-_.pv'i = e = =
0 6 v 6 He
e =TT« =22 o 37T - = =
J Sfe” r 2* P
6 6 y/a \##
B.CL @iﬁ'ﬂj N Fﬁ% — =
g 5{; =b65=—
f\_/m S
Bsn.; ) \IE £ =
" erese. —/.ﬂ'
C. Bn. :—& — g J P
\—/CVY'BSU ﬁ
) . P ‘F‘ﬁg -.FE ##
1 g' ggﬂr“' —— Lt = —— =
6 as
A' SX' (Eb) o) f P ‘ﬁ £ P
)’ 4 P it gni : - -

vy o o
2 |75 g,Egg — Dase: s
!) =1
6 6

g S LA - M
T.Sx. (B) [ ﬁ : = =
! 6
A cresc ﬁ
B. Sx. (E» % i — = =
SN = = Sﬁ‘
S
/e
M| = — = =
e cresc. yia
Tpt. (Bb)
N o
3 /o - - -
| EE=
!) cresc
(=
! P - - -
Hn.(F) !) cresc.
N
3 (|52 re— - = -
4 :§\:' <

—_
L

Tbn cresc.

esc.

It

Euph.

esc.

DA

ba

éa:n a@-Tég \m§ ﬁm&a 5

- g —— - - -
=t e ——=
W,
> —
— g ¥ - - - ¥
: Py Py
@
JF
> > §fz
=,, s - - -
T T .
12 =
A 10 e Eﬂ ; —  Muta in Piano
b4 0 - - -
:%5 ,o 3 —
pf. ﬁﬂ/i 5
Q ® é - g - - - -
(If D is not possible, gliss E to D
Solo right before rehearsal C)
3 =T T
. |’§:"“ it = = I_—.l'ﬁ"—rﬁ.l,\l g o ¥
Timp. z f H o} — P e
) - -
—_— ﬁ
- Aﬂ I. r 1
3 |[H== 5 1 = = = ¥
S mp
Perc. B.D.
T
4 || = E = = =
S

SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM



H

%
%

>
>
r]
-3
-}
>
te
He
e @
|
yi—
|
yi—

K
T

4

E - B el 1 |

L@

L A"

s}

>

(pizz. ord.)

imi

Dy
ny
gy

P
'Td
=®
"®
!
"1

[r—— >
r 2

a2
ey be =,

o P
e

iy
T he @ LW -
hall]
-
The @L® r
+
T
-
The @@L r )
hall]
—~ >
P
o i
ﬁ>
>
.H.
B L

—~
—

.F.

b

i
e
i

L.
oy
pizz.

e
e

nf

4
4
4
4

I
L
S
I

~—
~—
~—
~—

e
7o
7o
e

fe o Ed
feo o -
feo o -
fe o Ed

DTS
DT =
DT =
JhE g F

SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM

31
{7y
AN

L
y i
AN
y i
N34

e

L

Petals of Fire

Picc.

ClL (BY)
Bsn.

C. Bn.

Tpt. (Bb)

Hn. (F)

Euph.

Tuba

8
T. Sx. (Bb)

A. Sx. (Eb)
B. Sx. (Eb»)

SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM

AJ.
b | | [T A Mﬂl
[ 1HI R mﬂ | | N4 AL
[ ~t
1 n >A\,M_v\\
N I &
A~ TTe ~t
| | | |
ﬁé
k)
1 ~t 1
1 1
| | |
N fnd ~ AL
g
14>f¢w1 un A m TS AN
L o =
Nl =
[
[N
s
[l
[} ||
. L)
[l
N
[
al||| M
21
SIIC ﬁ \ \ T \
~t e
il
o
A
1N
" ] ] " i ]
DN E, P W AN, e
S — — allll\ .
£ S, o« g,
o = & £
B

Perc.



112

o v
=

b e

v * o g 3
v * b g3

v -

con fuoco
gi v v

Jf con fuoco

o
-
mf

@ Allegretto, steady J

o ®

SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM
stringendo poco a poco

1TTTe e [1TTTe TINL) [ LY —\\o m
T N e e L I pr S S-S O N 1 1 SRR
D 8 o o o 179 H\-J ﬁ& o H\ﬁ. _14 ﬁ&
m 5 N i ™ (A, e N L) [V N 1) T N N8 L)
" i i % 1 " I
i N ™ ™ ™ m
\' s Zi _T ® e IS, R S i} oA R
rmwﬂb rmwﬂb r\dﬂlb rmwﬂb r\uuyv r\uu.v it it e hwu N B it B it N
¢ g S 2 N $ Y I
e 1) i) 1) N L 1y 5 [N § m™ 5O N 3 T 5 5 3 A
] ] ] il [y il [|I]] £ H‘ I mI ﬁ £ L H‘ ,m _1 £ gL f ﬁ
L) L) L L) L e “.n ~ quun mmJH Wﬁpml N R 15 L) N (M S L) ~ $A
o~ N N o~ o o oM ﬁ
L S (L S [[hd, S8 TR 3 S Ul e
[| L) m L) m L) "m ) nml ; L pml Ij Wl N »M N f N N W N i N g N
[ S ([T § |I0™ § /0T s WP RS | NEAS —1- 2 I
ot fnd fd Mﬂwﬂ n‘unﬁ Wﬁﬂ W.Hﬁ ot 4 ot un ﬁ A ﬁ umm\ ﬂ fard fard fd © uwn # fnd fard fd ot nd M
o]l sl s s e s A e s 8 || s (RSP S A > > el [T s S S A S A S TR s (1T858 ST s [T g
EES ESS
ol ol o o (A, o (A, ﬁ# e ™ || &L alll CEa ﬁ{- NS N ™ ﬁ}-
[YITA [YITHN (YH (YA, ol (YA, ol s, ﬁi. ﬁ\d. o »jﬁ-. 4l f o (Y AR ﬁi. Ty
o CEI g ol (il o AL IAY M\Hu N\Hu (1 L] o Ml- NS NS o M\Hu ~u
~ [YEEL o o o [l | || o | | || 1) Ty Ty (18 Pl@ 14l e " | NI NI e e b,
E23 ur.e ur.e ﬁ HES ur.e 1 1 HES
ol el (il ﬁ\a A A ! b || [l k) [l A
o\\_ -\\u o\\u e e e e Ty b | L I -\\g uum: e | 1 I ~d b | b |
ﬂ_v} (Y ﬁ.vi I nv [l [l il 1l I i (il (il
M T < Y (A (A aLL (A M L L JIL g sl MHw s T N NI NI LA [ L33
I O O Ot W 1R 1 O L L
L1 1 1 4 i il s Rt it
L b | b | b | b | ) ol o] = b | o] o 8l
) 5]
au L ~ ~ -
. e T S~ 1 1 s_ [l I
e e e e T
~t ~t ~t ~ ~4 ~ #\\- ~t .L Jﬁ ~t
9 o o o & 9 I N | o o 9
N S == SN 1aS MU N~ M N~ M ~ M ~ RinL ~ Mw\r ~ N S|P £HV S~ A\\q4f ”\r N AN S
w YH i W AL A (il A .l il | ﬁ- _HJ! (YN, (A
oL (YRR, \H (A ol I ol T L] N 1 ; rAj
< ol (YRl VH NIl ol .\4 ol j 1] N H F | 4
g.r@ (YRR Y- -\; o/ L ol T [ 1] A ; m m Il 2| | |
i ] ] | | | | || # ' |
h 1 o S, =g 4 Becy 4 h 1l e | _H .q Y
o [YRRA Y N o] AL o] (1T [1] N i L] b |
8 g g g L | | g S
o ol VH (TR YRR B .\4 $ W 3 T i L S M s
.FQ o VH >.L pmJ AL MJ A pmJ A fmJ Ty i \ ; 1 N I m_ )4 m_
bt
o ik n N L | ﬁ 3 i
T o wil . L] || I I
Fr# ol [*YIN m j L] % B 1
o o Aol ] pmJ L L[] [ A m i
] ] ] " ]
ol ol I L | ﬁ 3 i
- ¥
S oL S oo f~d e e e e . L] fard e e g ] i TN
S Q Q S S < S 3
m #4 m oL m N N N N N ﬁa 3 [1] 3 ol N N o H* 3 i 3 TN® m
X THL - TI [ ey YT Y Vo (R TE (R Te M| s wll| & Al e e I e A 2 ™| [T s Al
G0 NGe NP NP NG NP WP NG N M aN NP NG N N NP NG NG NP M G\ N n% 9
. — N - N — N o <t - N — N — N o < - N o < — N o ®
S = S = = K 8 = = = = a g o 3
2 = 3 g S 4 = ) 8 & 8 < £ s F ©
g = S 3 b ¥ X g =
© n n n = =
< = M

Iz

Piano é

01—

S.D.

mf’

sub. p

SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM

oJ7/

~
|
|

=

Hp.
Timp.
Perc.



/—\>

e e

N—

2>

>

04

>
to—r—==

fleggierissimo
S leggierissimo

T
>

>

=
==

A

>
>

>

R AT

2

L‘>
12

>
be
2

R AT IE

DA

o o [fo oo 3 & > > =
o o [fo oo 3 & > > >
oo fo ?te g & > > =

B

A |
o

[HF =
e -
e -

2]

A e el

i
i
7

(7]
(7]
(7]
()
]
7]
()

==
=
==
==
=

iV F
iV F
iV F

-3 ¥

LT
g e
2
g e

=

DA

—r
—r

ge

—
—

pr——

| o A A
| A A A
| A A A

\

¥
Ve o o o
3 el o

¥
3 B ol

[ ——
[ ——
[——
[ ——
[ ——

S==ESEE =

Jie Tie 3

o o oo & °
oo+ +°
e+ o+ & °
o o oo & °
;\53444140
Jf con fuoco

2
=\

>

f'faZ

#

"
"

===ESSE ==

Jie Te 3

>
>
>

V4

> 4
> 4

SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM

Jie rie g
JHe T g e

RG]

42

2 |[He—T—T—1—
3|l ———T— 17— +—

1
4

10 Pezals of Fire
Picc.
Fl.

CL (Bb)
T. Sx. (Bb)

A. Sx. (Eb)

mf

T
T He @

v ehd g

PP —| P

»

v

T
e ©

A -1 2

e =N

(7]

mff
mf

-

SAMPLE PAGE. UNAUTHORIZED USE PROHIBITED. AVAILABLE ON ZHOUTIANMUSIC.COM

L

2

Perc.





