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ZHOU TIAN 
�� 

(b 1981) 
 

SYMPHONIC SUITE 

THE GRAND CANAL 
�
��/#� 

REDUCED VERSION FOR TWO CHINESE INSTRUMENTS,  

CHINESE OPERA SINGER AND FULL ORCHESTRA 

�(�%��+�
3�.��-��2)��

(2008) 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Commissioned by Hangzhou Federation of  

Literary and Art Circles (China) 


�"����,!&*����'�

 

 
I: 

II: 
 )    Opening 
 7? Beginning of A Dream 

III: 
IV: 

 =\ Spirit�
 ;
 Mother 

V: 
VI: 

 <Y Rhythm 
 �U= The Grand Canal 

 
 

Duration: ca. 30 minutes  
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INSTRUMENTATION��[L�] 

 
Piccolo 
2 Flutes  
2 Oboes  
Clarinet in E-flat  
2 Clarinets in B-flat  
2 Bassoons  
Contrabassoon  

4 Horns in F  

4 Trumpets in C  
3 Trombones  
Tuba 
 
Timpani  
 
Percussion (4 players): 
Traditional Large Chinese Drums/Large Taiko Drums  
[�	�����],  
Djembe (Mid, Large) [���� (����] 
Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbal,  
Button Gong, Tam-tam (large), Snare Drum, Bass Drum, 
Triangle, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel  
 
Piano, Celesta (1 Player)  
Harp  
 
Soloists:     Chinese Opera Singer/Narrator* (2nd and 4th Movement only) 

   Erhu (2nd and 4th Movement only) 
   Zhong Ruan - Chinese Ancient Pipa  (5th Movement only)  
   In general, all soloists need to be amplified in house or by portable amplifiers 
 

          [D#]       T9�R`��]��Ia* 
  �P `��]��Ia 
  �V `�J��Ia �
�����������
�������
 

 
Strings  
 
 
*Under special circumstances, the work can be performed without  
the Chinese Opera Singer/Narrator 
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First performed on 11-14 October, 2009, 
at Hangzhou Grand Theatre, Hangzhou, China 

by Hangzhou Philharmonic conducted by Yang Yang 
^���U=_� 2009' 102 11c140F4%A�	��� 

�4%��W[@ e-.d3> 
 

Reduced version first performed on October 7, 2012, 
at  Richardson Auditorium, Princeton, New Jersey, United States 
by Princeton Symphony Orchestra conducted by Rossen Milanov 
M�B� 2012' 102 70FO�15/Z	��� 

�15/Z�$E68�W[@ e-.dN8cK�S" 
 
 

First recorded by Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra  
conducted by Zhou Tian on Pacific Audio. PCD-6425 

^���U=_CD*XF(%	���@#b-.d�  
(%!&>+X��B�Q 
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Zhou Tian
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Symphonic Suite 

THE GRAND CANAL
For Erhu, Zhongruan, Chinese Opera Narrator,

Mixed Chorus and Full Orchestra
(2008) � �
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as the music progresses
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